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1 . REF A NOTED THAT ESTABLISHMENT OF VIETNAMESE BOAT 
REEUGEE TRANSIT CENTER IN MACAU COULD OFFER SOLUTION TO 
PROBLEM OF INCREASING SHORTAGE OF ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THEM 
IN HONG KONG. REFS A AND B ALSO NOTED THAT UNHCR REGIONAL 
REP SAMPATKUMAR PLANS VISIT HONG KONG EOR ONE DAY TO LOOK 
AT ACCOMMODATIONS PROBLEM BEEORE RETURNING TO GENEVA 
APRIL 25. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


2. WE WOULD LIKE SAMPATKUMAR TO USE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE 
EEASIBILITY OE ESTABLISHING MACAU TRANSIT CENTER, PARTI- 
CULARLY SINCE REE A NOTES THAT HONG KONG AUTHORITIES 
LIKELY TO REJECT PROPOSAL TO ACCOMMODATE REFUGEES ON 
CHEUNG CHAU ISLAND. 

3. GENEVA THEREEORE SHOULD REQUEST UNHCR TO INSTRUCT 

SAMPATKUMAR DURING VISIT TO HONG KONG TO LOOK INTO 
POSSIBILITY OP SETTING UP TRANSIT CENTER IN MACAU POR 
REFUGEES WHO MAKE THEIR WAY TO HONG KONG WHERE ACCOMMODA- 
TIONS ARE LIMITED. GENEVA SHOULD POINT OUT THAT NEED POR 
SUCH A CENTER SEEMS URGENT, NOT ONLY POR VARIOUS REASONS 
CITED PARA 2 REP D BUT ALSO BECAUSE OP POSSIBILITY MEN- 
TIONED REP E THAT IP ACCOMMODATION PROBLEM UNRESOLVED 
PRESENT HONG KONG GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE TOWARD GRANTING 
FIRST ASYLUM TO BOAT REFUGEES COULD HARDEN. 

4. KUALA LUMPUR AND HONG KONG SHOULD ALSO MAKE SAME 
POINTS TO SAMPATKUMAR IP OPPORTUNITY PRESENTS ITSELP. 

5. HONG KONG SHOULD ALSO DISCUSS WITH HONG KONG AUTHORI- 
TIES AND ICEM REP, WHO ACTS ON BEHALF UNHCR IN HONG KONG, 
WHETHER THERE WOULD BE ANY PROBLEMS REGARDING DOCUMENTA- 
TION ON OTHER MATTERS IN MOVING REPUGEES TEMPORARILY PROM 
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HONG KONG TO MACAU TRANSIT CENTER AND THEN BACK TO HONG 
KONG FOR FINAL PROCESSING AND ONWARD TRANSPORTATION. 

6. IN MAKING POINTS OUTLINED ABOVE, ADDRESSEES SHOULD 
STRESS THAT MACAU TRANSIT CENTER SHOULD BE SET UP SOLELY 

TO RESOLVE PROBLEM OP ACCOMMODATION SHORTAGE IN HONG KONG 
AND NOT TO HOUSE INDOCHINESE REFUGEES PROM ELSEWHERE IN 
REGION. CHRISTOPHER 
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